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people felt that he was dangerous, and something must
be done in the home situation.

The family history showed that Allen came from
extremely neurotic and psychopathic stock. The mother
was very nervous, always 'excitable, and easily frightened.
The father, a very hard-working man, was asthmatic and
otherwise sickly; he was extremely irritable, complain-
ing constantly, and never was known to smile or appear
happy. An older sister was excessively nervous; she
had fainting attacks and became easily frightened, at
which time she would tremble all over; she told us of
attacks of dizziness and of early chorea; the greater part
of three years during adolescence she had spent in a
hospital. Another sister, bright in school, likewise showed
nervous signs which had been diagnosed as chorea.

We could learn nothing significant regarding the devel-
opmental history of Allen. He had a good school record,
was in the seventh grade. He was said to prepare his
lessons regularly, and his conduct was considerably better
at school than at home. Physically he was rather small
for his age and poorly developed. He complained of
headaches and of vertigo when he read too long, but vision
was not very defective as judged by a rough examination;
however, we felt that he should have his eyes studied by
a specialist. He did not drink tea or coffee to excess,
did not smoke, and was not known to have any bad
habits. In all other respects physical examination was
negative. There were no indications of nervous disturb-
ance ; reflexes were quite normal, no tremors noted.

As for mentality, it was most difficult to reach any
conclusion because of the peculiarities of the lad. His
general lack of self-control was most apparent upon test-
ing him. He would, perhaps, begin an interview in a
very friendly manner, showing the greatest willingness
to cooperate, but might soon change his mood. In the